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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

The following guidelines illustrate the preferred layout for the specification of a 
utility application. These guidelines are suggested for the applicant's use. 

Arrangement of the Specification 

As provided in 37 CFR 1 .77(b), the specification of a utility application should 
include the following sections in order. Each of the lettered items should appear in 
upper case, without underlining or bold type, as a section heading. If no text follows the 
section heading, the phrase "Not Applicable" should follow the section heading: 

(a) TITLE OF THE INVENTION. 

(b) CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS. 

(c) STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY SPONSORED RESEARCH OR 

DEVELOPMENT. 

(d) THE NAMES OF THE PARTIES TO A JOINT RESEARCH AGREEMENT. 

(e) INCORPORATION-BY-REFERENCE OF MATERIAL SUBMITTED ON A 

COMPACT DISC. 

(f) BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION. 

(1) Field of the Invention. 

(2) Description of Related Art including information disclosed under 37 
CFR 1.97 and 1.98. 

(g) BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION. 

(h) BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL VIEWS OF THE DRAWING(S). 

(i) DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION. 

(j) CLAIM OR CLAIMS (commencing on a separate sheet). 

(k) ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE (commencing on a separate sheet). 

(I) SEQUENCE LISTING (See MPEP § 2424 and 37 CFR 1 .821-1 .825. A 
"Sequence Listing" is required on paper if the application discloses a 
nucleotide or amino acid sequence as defined in 37 CFR 1 .821(a) and if 
the required "Sequence Listing" is not submitted as an electronic 
document on compact disc). 



Application/Control Number: 10/585,866 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2173 

Priority 

Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority based on an 
application filed in France on 1-14-2004. It is noted, however, that applicant has not 
filed a certified copy of the 0400299 application as required by 35 U.S.C. 1 19(b). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

2. A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth 
in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art 
are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Potter, Patent Number: 5,555,172, Zeinstra, Patent Number: 4,827,520, and Weimper 
etal., Publication Number: 2003/0074112, hereinafter Weimper. 

4. With regard to claim 1 , which teaches a device forming an interface for finding 
and selecting an option in a hierarchical directory, in particular for searching for and 
selecting a number in a directory of a mobile telephone on board a vehicle, Potter 
teaches, in column 3, lines 14-41 and column 4, liens 1-20 and figure , a device, located 
within a vehicle, for providing an interface for selecting an option from a hierarchically 
arranged directory of phone contacts. With regard to claim 1 , which teaches the device 
comprising: a data memory containing a plurality of said options ordered as a sequential 
list; Potter teaches, in column 10, lines 51-56 and column 5, lines 3-10, memory for 
storing a plurality of options in a sequential list. With regard to claim 1, which teaches a 
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pointer for selecting one of the options of the list; Potter teaches, in column 3, liens 27- 
31 , a cursor for selection options from the list. With regard to claim 1 , which teaches 
selector means suitable for incrementing or decrementing the pointer in response to 
controlled manipulation by the user; Potter teaches, in column 10, lines 10-56, a rotary 
switch control knob for incrementing or decrementing the cursor in response to user 
input. With regard to claim 1 , which teaches processor means suitable for executing a 
set of predetermined actions as a function of the options in the data memory; Potter 
teaches, in column 10, lines 13-21 and column 4, line 50 through column 5, line 10, a 
processor for executing a set of action as functions of the options. With regard to claim 
1 , which teaches the device being characterized in that it further comprises: acoustic 
means suitable for sending to the user an audible message constituting a voiced 
representation of the option selected by the pointer in response to said pointer being 
incremented or decremented; Potter teaches, in column 10, lines 10-56, providing the 
user with a confirmation of elements selected. With regard to claim 1 , which teaches 
confirmation means that can be manipulated by the user, suitable for reading the option 
selected by the pointer and transferring said option to the processor means for 
executing the corresponding action; Potter teaches, in column 10, lines 10-56 and 
column 4, line 50 through column 5, line 10, a rotary switch control knob for 
incrementing or decrementing the cursor in response to user input in order to select an 
option for processing and a processor for executing a set of action as functions of the 
options. With regard to claim 1 , which teaches that said selector means comprise a 
two- directional rotary knob that can be manipulated by the user, said confirmation 
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means comprising a transient contact that can be actuated by pressing on said rotary 
knob, Potter teaches, in column 10, lines 10-56, a rotary switch control knob for 
incrementing or decrementing the cursor in response to user input and an enter button 
for selecting the element the cursor is over. 

5. Potter teaches providing confirming Ul to the user selection (supra), but doesn't 
specifically teach acoustic means suitable for sending to the user an audible message 
constituting a voiced representation of the option selected by the pointer. Zeinstra 
teaches a system in a vehicle for selecting phone listings (see abstract), similar to that 
of Potter, but further teaches providing the user acoustic messages constituting an 
option selected by the user (see column 7, lines 16-35 and column 14, lines 8-18). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the teachings of 
Potter and Zeinstra before him at the time the invention was made to modify vehicular 
telecommunication system control of Potter to include the verbal confirmation as did 
Zeinstra. One would have been motivated to make such a combination because this 
allows for a intuitive / hands free method for the user to confirm selection without taking 
their eyes off the road. 

6. Potter and Zeinstra teach a means for selecting and element from the directory 
(supra), but don't specifically teach the selection being made from actuating by pressing 
the rotary knob. Weimper teaches an in car computing system for telephone usages 
comprising a rotary switch (see paragraphs 1 and 34), but further teaches the selection 
means being located on the rotary switch (see paragraph 38). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the teachings of Potter, Zeinstra, and 
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Weimper before him at the time the invention was made to modify the control systems 
of Potter and Zeinstra to include the use of the pressing the rotary switch for selection, 
as did Weimper. One would have been motivated to make such a combination because 
this allows for better management of space encompassing selection within the rotary 
switch. 

7. With regard to claim 2, which teaches further comprising display means for 
displaying the option selected by the pointer, Potter teaches, in column 3, lines 26-31 , a 
display means for displaying the option selected. 

8. With regard to claim 3, which teaches in which the display means also display at 
least one of the preceding and/or following options in the list, Potter teaches, in column 
10, lines 10-54 and figure 12, displaying previous and following options in the list. 

9. With regard to claim 4, which teaches in which: said options contain names; a 
telephone number is associated with each option; and the action executed by the 
processor means is iO dialing the corresponding telephone number, Potter teaches, in 
column 10, lines 10-54, options including names, and associated telephone numbers, 
where the action is dialing the number. 

10. With regard to claim 5, which teaches in which: said options contain letters of the 
alphabet; and the action executed by the processor means is positioning the pointer on 
the first name beginning by the selected letter, Potter teaches, in column 10, lines 10- 
54, options including letters, where the action is locating a name associated with the 
textual entry. 
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1 1 . With regard to claim 6, which teaches in which: said options contain command 
menu titles, or the titles of lower-level menus; and the action executed by the processor 
means is to execute the corresponding command or to select the corresponding lower- 
level menu, Potter teaches, in column 10, lines 10-54, options including menu options 
for traversing to lower level menus. 



Conclusion 

The prior art made of record on form PTO-892 and not relied upon is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. Applicant is required under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .1 1 1 (c) to 
consider these references fully when responding to this action. The documents cited 
therein teach systems for control an onboard computer of a car. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DENNIS G. BONSHOCK whose telephone number is 
(571)272-4047. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 5:30 a.m. - 
3:00 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kieu Vu can be reached on (571) 272-4057. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Dennis G. Bonshock/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2173 
8-4-09 
dgb 



